INTRODUCTION {#rjy081s1}
============

Acute appendicitis is a common pathology and often difficult to diagnose due to various atypical symptoms. It can also present with in atypical location and could be easily missed. Delayed diagnosis of acute appendicitis may increase the complication rate of appendicitis. It is often due to malrotation of the caecum resulting in non-descend of the caecum thus having a subhepatic appendix location.

CASE REPORT {#rjy081s2}
===========

A 37-year-old male presented to Emergency Department with 2 days of abdominal pain. The pain was initially peri-umbilical but localized to right upper quadrant on the day of presentation. He was also complaining of anorexia. He was febrile in the emergency department. Initially workup performed by Emergency Physicians showed he had white cell count of 6.60 × 10^9^/L and raised CRP of 28. He was referred as acute cholecystitis to the General Surgeons in the hospital.

Upon review and clinically examination, the possibility of atypical appendicitis was raised due to the clinical history. Patient did not have any history of biliary colic or any epigastric pain. He was further investigated with CT abdomen which revealed the diagnosis of acute appendicitis in the right upper quadrant (Fig. [1](#rjy081F1){ref-type="fig"}). The atypical position of his presentation was a result of congenital right renal agenesis (Fig. [2](#rjy081F2){ref-type="fig"}). The appendix was lying on the right upper quadrant due to the absence of right kidney. He also had left kidney hydronephrosis and hypertrophy.

![Sagittal view showing mal-descend of caecum secondary of congenital agenesis of right kidney, this resulted in subhepatic appendicitis.](rjy081f01){#rjy081F1}

He was referred on for emergency laparoscopic appendicectomy. This was performed with routine approach via three ports (Hasson's technique entry umbilical, 2 × 5 mm port to the suprapubic and left iliac fossa). He recovered well and was discharged. The histopathology of the appendix confirmed acute appendicitis.

![Axial view showing absence of right kidney due to congenital agenesis. Appendicitis with faecolith.](rjy081f02){#rjy081F2}

DISCUSSION {#rjy081s3}
==========

Acute appendicitis accounts for 1% of surgical operations. Various atypical appendix position have been described which includes retrocaecal (65.28%), pelvic (31%), subcaecal (2.26%), preileal (1%) and postileal (0.4%) \[[@rjy081C4]\]. Subhepatic appendix have been described due to maldescent of caecum \[[@rjy081C2], [@rjy081C3]\]. This case is unique as the congenital anomaly causing the subhepatic appendix is due to congenital agenesis of the right kidney. This has resulted a different clinical presentation which caused the pain to localized to the right upper quadrant instead of right lower quadrant. This will mislead most clinicians and delay the diagnosis subsequently treatment. The first described subhepatic appendix by King \[[@rjy081C1]\]. This is often misdiagnosed as acute cholecystitis. Abdominal ultrasound might be helpful but most often will show a normal gallbladder with traces of free fluid \[[@rjy081C2], [@rjy081C3]\].

Acute appendicitis in the right upper quadrant can mimic other diagnosis and will be a diagnostic dilemma. CT abdomen will provide more information if the clinical history suggests atypical symptoms for biliary pathology. This will reduce the delay in treatment and prevention of perforated appendicitis.
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